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seven miles in length by five miles in breadth, the ground i

surface being of an undulating character. It has therefore i
been divided into four zones or services, each fed by its
own reservoir with its own system of main pipes. Each I
reservoir is placed at a proper level relatively to the zone it j

supplies, so that, while a high pressure is given, over- i

pressure is avoided. The various services, however, form, 4

together with the pumping stations, one complete system, I
each being only disconnected from the rest by valves and 1
stopcocks. The reservoirs are covered, and the water is in
no way exposed to any contaminating influence before it i

runs from the taps.
Up to within a few months ago the length of the main

tunnel was about 2000 ft., but it has now been lengthened
some 600 ft. more, besides being deepened, thus giving more
than half a mile of intercepting galleries ; these additions
have been effected in eighteen weeks. The total available
daily supply of water is now five and a half million gallons,
but of this two million gallons are daily pumped into the
sea, the present demand only reaching three and a half
million gallons. Considering that the company have power
to widely extend their workings if necessary, it would seem
that, increase as it may, Brighton can never fail in its

water-supply. 
______________

THE PROGRESS OF CHOLERA.

CHOLERA cannot yet be regarded as extinct in Paris; in-
deed, the latest weekly record which was published on the
4th inst. is to the effect that seventy-four deaths from that
disease had occurred in the city during the preceding week.
The announcement is, however, accompanied by an assur-
ance that the prevalence is really dying out. From Spain
come continual reminders that although the disease fails to
assume an active form, yet it still lingers in that country.
Four deaths have recently occurred at Vergel in the pro.
vince of Alicante, and two more are reported from Toledo.
A recrudescence of cholera is also announced from Italy,
fifteen cases being reported as having occurred in the pro.
vince of Salerno to the south of Naples; and the rumour
appears to have some grounds, since, concurrently with it, we
learn of the postponement of the abolition of quarantine
measures in Sardinia and Sicily.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF INSPECTORS OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT
OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD.

Diphtheria at Godmanchester, by Dr. PARSONS.-Gol-
manchester was inspected by Dr. Parsons in 1880; the
cottages were found to be old, dilapidated and overcrowded;
the sewers were of defective construction; the water was
from wells liable to pollution, and some houses had none at
all; offensive midden and cesspit privies prevailed; and
there was much nuisance from filth and lack of scavenging.
After a lapse of three years the only improvement that has
been effected is that the worst houses are no longer
inhabited, and that others have been supplied with

eavespouts. But the nrst improvement is not apparently
due to the sanitary authority ; it has been brought about by
a decline of population. In such a district, low-lying, damp,
liable to floods, and all but absolutely neglected from a
sanitary point of view, diphtheria finds a foothold. The

population is just over two thousand, and there were sixdiphtheria and two croup deaths in 1883. The recommenda-
tions urged in 1880 are again repeated in 1884, and an
analysis is appended showing that the water from a well
which was deemed to be least of all liable to pollution, and
which the Town Councillors pronounced to be very good as
the result of a draught which they took at one of their
sittings, contained so much chloride and ammonia as

strongly to indicate sewage contamination. On the whole
we think that Godmanchester would not lose by being

merged into the rural sanitary district, instead of having
independent sanitary existence.

Diphtheria at Huntingdon, b,,y Dr. P ARSONs.-Huntingdon,
like Godmanchester, was visited by Dr. Parsons in 1880, and
as a consequence some action was taken New sewer
shafts were constructed for ventilation purposes, house-
drains were disconnected, and pan-closets have replaced
some old and offensive midden-privies. But some of the
latter still remain in unwholesome proximity to houses and
wells, and the arrangements for the removal of house refuse
are unsatisfactory. There has been an extension of the
town water in the place of local wells, and the old pest
house has been adapted to certain isolation purposes. Ten
deaths occurred from diphtheria in 1883, but not much
information could, at the date of the inquiry, be elicited as
to them. Some of the houses in which they were situated
were in confined situations shut in by other buildings ; some
were in close proximity to offensive privies, and others had
such means of drainage as to a,dmit of their pollution by
drain air. On the whole Huntingdon had made some

substantial sanitary progress since the first inspection, but a
further extension of the town water to houses still resorting
to wells, the substitution of cleanly closets for the filthy
privies that remain, and a better system of scavenging, are
measures still needing to be carried out.

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Bethnal Green.-This important parish, with an estimated
population of 128,370, had in 1883 a death-rate of 23’9 per
1000, the birth-rate being 33’9, and the death-rate under one
year 162 per 1000 births. Scarlet fever was the most fatal
infectious disease, and it caused 174 deaths. From the
account given it is evident that good work is proceeding
under the recent statute as to bakehouses. Unfortunately,
as regards bakehouses occupied before June 1st, 1883,
closets communicating directly with the bakehouse cannot
be dealt with apart from their having produced nuisance,
but an inspection of 137 such places is already leading to
substantial improvement in Bethnal Green. The bread
bakeries are not the worst ; it is in the hidden recesses

of the pastrycooks’ and eating-house premises that the most
objectionable conditions have been discovered. The cow-
sheds are also carefully looked after, and, speaking generally,
they are now in fair condition. With regard to the housing
of the people, Dr. Bate urges the demolition of certain courts
and alleys, for, many of them being built on the vicious back-
to-back system, it is impossible to secure for them adequate
ventilation. He also advises automatic trough closets for
such localities. The report contains a special and full
account of the comparative efficiency of certain disinfecting
apparatus, and it concludes by advocating Lyon’s high
pressure steam machine. All interested in this subject
would do well to read what Dr. Bate says on this point.
Hastings (Urban). - It appears from the quarterly

return of the medical officer of health for this urban
sanitary district (Mr. C. Knox Shaw) relating to the three
months ending September last (only just to hand) that the
birth-rate was 23’7, and below the average for the corre-

sponding quarter in recent years ; while the death-rate was17’7, and exceeded the same average. It is stated that
nearly 17 per cent. of the deaths in the borough during the
quarter "occurred amongst non-residents or visitors"; and
it is further noted that under the heading "deaths of visitors
are returned all deaths of persons" who may be "tempo-rarily sojourning in the borough." It would be well if
further and more definite explanation of the term "visitor"
were added in future returns, as "temporarily sojourning"
is susceptible of somewhat wide interpretation. The return
before us has two very unsatisfactory features, although the
gross death-rate is comparatively low. Infant mortality,
measured by the deaths of infants under one year of age to
births, was equal to 19’9 per cent., which is exceedingly high
for such a population as that of Hastings. This excess is, to
a considerable extent, due to the other fact that the zymotic
death-rate for the quarter was equal to 4’97 per 1000 of the
population. The deaths referred to the principal zymotic
diseases included 14 from measles, 14 from whooping-
cough, 2 from diphtheria, and 28 from diarrhoea. Watering-
places are exceptionally liable to infection from these
zymotic diseases, but a high rate of mortality from such
diseases cannot, even among watering-place populations, be
disregarded as evidence of unsatisfactory sanitary condi-
tion.


